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Top 100 Wines of Italy 2025: A Return to Value, Authenticity and Altitude The following is an excerpt from 
James Suckling’s article: The main criteria for selecting our wines for the Top 100 Italian Wines 2025 list were 
quality and price, followed by what we call the “wow factor” – the emotional response a truly great wine gives 
us. Most of the wines on the list are rated 98 or 97 points and have an average price of about $125 a bottle, but 
we tried to find wines for much less than that, as you can see. A few are much more expensive, but we just 
could not leave them out because of their incredible quality. To qualify, wines needed to have a minimum 
production of 3,000 bottles. A few of the selections may not yet be available on the market but will be released 
soon. Others may be slightly less than the minimum production but we had to include them on our list. The rest 
of the Top 10 includes benchmark DOCGs that bridge tradition and modernity: the  Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona 
Brunello di Montalcino Pianrosso 2020  (No. 3),  Marcarini Barolo Brunate 2021  (No. 4),  Castello di Ama Chianti 
Classico Gran Selezione San Lorenzo 2022  (No. 6), and  Boscarelli Vino Nobile di Montepulciano Costa Grande 
2021  (No. 9). Each reflects its place with precision, clarity and finesse. Tuscany continues to lead the way, as it 
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does nearly every year, with 44 of the 100 wines. Piedmont comes in second with 26 selections, followed by 
Sicily with seven and Trentino-Alto Adige with six. These numbers show just how concentrated the top wines 
still are in Italy’s historic regions, while also highlighting the momentum building in the south and the far north. 
Barolo and Brunello di Montalcino remain the strongest appellations on our list, with 22 and 18 wines, 
respectively. This also reflects the outstanding vintages recently released from both zones – 2021 in Barolo and 
2019 for single-vineyard and riserva Brunellos. These two appellations continue to define the standard for 
ageworthy Italian reds, even as other regions grow in stature. In Brunello, standout producers include  Ciacci 
Piccolomini d'Aragona with its Brunello di Montalcino Pianrosso 2020 ,  Il Marroneto and its Brunello di 
Montalcino Madonna delle Grazie 2020 , Livio Sassetti ( Brunello di Montalcino Riserva 2019 ) Renieri ( Brunello 
di Montalcino Riserva 2019 ) and  Valdicava and its Brunello di Montalcino Madonna del Piano Riserva 2019 , 
among others. Each of these bottlings is a benchmark in its own right, offering richness and balance along with 
a clear sense of place. Aldo and I know many of the producers on this list personally. Some farm just a few 
hectares; others manage large estates. But they all share one thing: a deep commitment to their viticulture and 
winemaking. That’s what makes this Top 100 special. We thank them for their passion – and for the wines that 
reflect it so clearly. – James Suckling, CEO & Publisher This report is based on nearly 9,000 Italian wines tasted 
over the past 12 months exclusively by JamesSuckling.com. It will also be featured in the new Corriere della Sera 
Wine Guide, published by Italy’s largest daily newspaper, which reaches more than five million readers.   FULL 
ARTICLES:  Top 100 Wines of Italy 2025 | JamesSuckling.com
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