
Celebrating the 4th of July with 260 magnums It’s tradition that JamesSuckling.com spends the 4th of July 
holiday in Tuscany and throws, what we like to call, a Magnum Party. Winemakers from all over Italy come to 
hangout and drink great wines, and this year was no exception. More than 260 vintners, each with a magnum of 
their own, came to Osteria dell’Acquolina, a beautiful restaurant in Tuscany near James’ house with a wide-open 
backyard perfect for grilling.    But unlike in previous years, we had something a little extra to celebrate this 
time. Last month in Hong Kong, the Italian government honored James at the Central Plaza with a knighthood 
as a Cavaliere dell’Ordine della Stella d’Italia . The award was bestowed to him for the decades he spent 
promoting Italy and its wines across the world (especially Asia). This party was the first time he truly was able to 
celebrate with all of the people who make Italian wine what it is today. As he already wrote, the knighthood 
wouldn’t have been possible without all the top producers of Italy making so many great wines over the last 
decade.   Guests started with bubbles by Bellavista and Frescobaldi (Leonia Brut) before making their way to the 
grand table where we kept the magnums. A massive barbecue of local beef and sausages and music by Surahn 
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Sidhu, who flew all the way from Australia, kept the party going well until 1 a.m. Surahn is currently with the 
rock band FlightFacilities and was formerly a guitarist with Empire of the Sun. By about 2 a.m., we had finished 
the magnums and moved on to a few bottles of 2006 Taittinger Comte de Champagne. What a night.   
Attendees included Agricola San Felice, Allegrini, Altesino e Caparzo, Amantis, Antinori, Arceno, Argiano, Banfi, 
Barberani, Barolo Bosco, Bellaria, Bellavista, Bersano, Bibi Graetz, Bosco Agostino, Buon Tempo, Ca’ Romè di 
Romano Marengo, Ca’ Rugate, Camigliano, Canalicchio di Sopra, Capanna, Caparzo, Capezzana, Casa Emma, 
Casaloste, Casanova di Neri, Casanuova delle Cerbaie, Casisano, Castello del Terriccio, Castello di Gabbiano, 
Castello di Meleto, Castello di Monsanto, Castello di Querceto, Castelvecchio, Castiglion del Bosco, Cava d’Onice, 
Ceretto, Chioccioli, Chioccioli Altadonna, Ciacci, Collavini, Colle Bereto, Collemassari, Collemattoni, Coppo, 
Cortonesi, Cresti, Cristiano Veglio, Donatella Cinelli Colombini, Donnafugata, Duemani, Elio Grasso, Empson, 
Fattoria Le Pupille, Felsina, Folonari, Fontodi, Fossa Mala, Frescobaldi, Fuligni, Gagliole, I Balzini, Il Borro, Il 
Caberlot, Il Pollenza, Jermann, Kellerei, La Massa, La Valentina, Le Pupille, Lis Neris, Luca D’Attoma, Lungarotti, 
Maculan, Manzone, Marchesi di Barolo, Mastrojanni, Mate, Mauro Molino, Mazzei, Michele Chiarlo, Michele 
Satta, Mocine, Montegrossi, Montezemolo, Nals Margreid, Nardi, Nino Franco, Nittardi, Orma, Ornellaia, Paolo 
Calì, Paradiso di Frassina, Parusso, Petrolo, Pio Cesare, Podere Gianni Gagliardo, Podere Poggio Scaletta, Podere 
San Cristoforo, Prà, Querciabella, Renieri, Renzo Marinai, Ricasoli, Rocca delle Macie, Ruffino, San Fabiano 
Calcinaia, San Polino, Sassetti, Schiopetto, Sesta di Sopra, Sette Ponti, Siro Pacenti, Tassi, Tenuta di Sesta, 
Tenuta Sette Ponti, Tenute del Cerro, Terra al Sole, Toalini, Tommasi, Tua Rita, Uccelliera, Valdicava, Valter, 
Vecche Terre di Montefili, Vie de Romans, Vignamaggio, Vignavecchia, Villa Trasqua, Vinosia, Viticcio, Volpaia, 
WineAuction, Zonin
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